
The Day Henry Ford and Louis Chevrolet Raced Against Each Other

For over a century the leading United States automobile producers have been Ford and Chevrolet.

Ford and Chevrolet have left their mark on automobile racing history.

Henry Ford early in his career won automobile races.

Louis Chevrolet in his career won automobile races.

One year, one race, Henry Ford and Louis Chevrolet raced against each other.  Man against man.



October 10, 1901 Henry Ford let the world know that he could build an automobile by defeating one of the major 
automobile manufacturers and race drivers of the day, Alexander Winton, at Grosse Pointe, Detroit Michigan.  A year later 
on October 25, 1902 Barney Oldfield defeated Alexander Winton at Grosse Point driving Henry Ford and Tom Cooper's 
Ford 999.  Barney Oldfield dominated the 1903 racing season with the Ford-Cooper 999.

Henry Ford climbed behind the wheel of the Ford 999 to set a new one mile speed record on the ice of Lake St. 
Clair, Detroit, Michigan January 12, 1904.  Ford updated the 999 for an attempt at the one mile speed record on the sands of
Ormond-Daytona Beach in January of 1905 but was faced with mechanical problems.  Henry Ford would next enter his 
racer for the Cape May Beach record runs Friday August 25, Saturday August 26, 1905.

1905 was the year that the American Automobile Association (AAA) decided to create the “National Automobile 
Racing Circuit Championship”, a series of races on mile dirt ovals which attracted the automobile racing stars of the day, 
Barney Oldfield, Webb Jay, Herbert Lytle, Emanuel Cedrino, Montague Roberts, Guy Vaughn and Don Wurgis along with 
newcomer Louis Chevrolet.

Louis Chevrolet drove Major R.J.S. Miller's Fiat in his maiden season of automobile racing.  Although Barney 
Oldfield was to win AAA's first national championship Louis Chevrolet provided plenty of competition winning three of the
first four races before experiencing a major engine failure that sidelined him for the remaining races on the championship 
trail.  Champion Oldfield would win five races that season.  Louis Chevrolet would also win one non-championship race in 
1905.

              Louis Chevrolet driving the winning Fiat at the May 20, 1905 Morris Park, Bronx, NY  AAA Championship race.

Louis Chevrolet, driving a Fiat for Hollander & Tangeman, would next enter the Cape May 
Beach record runs Friday August 25, Saturday August 26, 1905.



Low tide 8:00 A.M. Friday August 25, 1905 the Cape May Beach was in perfect condition for 
the opening of the Cape May speed carnival as large crowds lined the beach.

       Sunday August 28, 1905 Philadelphia Inquirer Henry Ford & Louis Chevrolet photos page 4.

“Fastest Automobiles in the World Will Take Part in Races on the Beach” reported The Morning
Telegraph newspaper Friday August 25. 1905.  Walter Christie with his Christie, Louis Chevrolet 
driving a Fiat, A.L. Campbell driving a Darracq and Henry Ford with his Ford were the name drivers of
the meet, the “heavyweight car class.”

On Friday Henry Ford was at the beach but his automobile was on a train somewhere.  Louis 
Chevrolet was late in arriving forcing four of the days featured events to be canceled.  A series of one – 
kilometer races were held with Emanuel Cedrino, A.L. Campbell, T.H. Tropp and Mrs. Clarence Fitler 
(results are listed below).  



Mrs. Clarence Fitler driving a Packard was initially not allowed to race but a meeting of the 
race officials reversed that decision.  Mrs. Fitler would garner three victories before the weekend was 
over.

The excitement of the day happened after the officials had called a halt to the days activities.  
A.L. Campbell at the moment was speeding up the beach at around 90 miles per hour when he arrived 
upon many spectators walking on the beach.  Campbell swerved into the water to avoid the crowd with 
no damage to anyone or the car.

Friday evening heavy rains and high tide played havoc with the beach.  Workers had to fill in 
the low depressions in the sand and remove debris from the beach delaying Saturday's events until 9:00 
A.M. Nine events were held with Samuel Eckert, C.J. Swain, Emanuel Cedrino, Mrs. Clarence Fitler, 
Louis Chevrolet, J.N. Wilkins, Jr. and A.L Campbell all taking wins (results listed below).

With the tide rising officials called and end to the days activities at 1:30 P.M.  Campbell, 
Chevrolet, Christie, and Ford all wanted a chance to attempt new world speed records.  Members of the
Cape May Automobile Club decided to continue the trials on Sunday August 27th with hope that the 
two intervening tides would place the course in record breaking condition.

A.L. Campbell was the center of attention for the second day in a row when he was speeding 
down the beach with the tide rising, when a large breaker rolled onto the course and Campbell had to 
drive through the surf creating a large column of ocean spray.  Again to harm to Campbell or his 
Darracq racer.

A.L. Campbell fast timed at .38 seconds for the one mile flying start Cape May Trophy event.  
Louis Chevrolet followed with a time of .39 2-5 seconds with his Fiat.  Henry Ford timed in third at .
39 4-5 seconds.

Sunday the day was bright sunshine and after the two tides had cured the beach to almost 
perfect condition.  Large crowds turned out for the final day of speed trials on Cape May Beach.  Henry
Ford, Walter Chrsitie and Louis Chevrolet all burned the midnight oil to ready their racers for a chance 
at some speed records.  Ford and Chevrolet after arriving late and insufficient time to ready their racers 
were struggling to keep their cars running at top speed.

Walter Christie driving his own Christie won the Cape May Cup one kilometer trial over 
Campbell and Henry Ford.  A.L. Campbell won the remaining events of the day (results listed below).

In the one mile flying start trial A.L. Campbell timed first over Walter Christie, Henry Ford 
and Louis Chevrolet. 

The sea was moving in again and the speed carnival ended.  It was a successful event with good 
attendance with everyone ready for future Cape May Beach speed trials.

This Cape May Beach speed trials was the first time that Louis Chevrolet and Henry Ford 
actually raced head to head against each other, twice that weekend.  It was the sunrise of Louis 
Chevrolet's racing career and the sunset of Henry Ford's racing career.  Both men remain giants of the 
automobile industry to this day.  



Henry Ford would attempt to race two more times.  On January 23, 1906 Henry Ford was 
unable to get his racer running at the Ormond – Daytona Beach trials.  Louis Chevrolet was also at 
Ormond – Daytona driving Walter Christie's Christie.  Henry Fords last attempt was at the September 
1907 Michigan State Fair.  Ford and Frank Kulick were to take turns driving Ford's new six cylinder 
racer named 666 (999 upside down) when Kulick crashed and was severely injured.  Henry Ford never 
raced again.

By 1906 Ford was outselling all other automobile manufactures, a position Ford held until 1927
when Chevrolet sold more cars than Ford.  Ford and Chevrolet traded that position back and forth over 
the next hundred plus years.

           The Automobile magazine's January 30, 1904 advertisement for Henry Ford's first production automobile selling for $800.

On November 3, 1911 Louis Chevrolet and William Durant formed the Chevrolet Motor Car 
Company.  They did not produce automobiles until late 1913.  The Chevrolet Royal Mail and Chevrolet
Baby Grand were introduced at the New York Automobile Show January 1914.  That same year 
William Durant bought out Louis Chevrolet.  Louis, Arthur and Gaston Chevrolet formed the Frontenac
Motor Corporation in 1914.

Louis Chevrolet started racing again in 1915 and raced successfully until 1920.  As a car owner 
Louis Chevrolet won the 1920 Indianapolis 500 with his brother Gaston Chevrolet driving a Frontenac 
and repeated winning the Indianapolis 500 again in 1921 with Tommy Milton. 



Below is the introduction of the first Chevrolet automobile at the 1914 New York City 
Automobile Show.





A classic Indianapolis Speedway photograph of Henry Ford sitting in the 1924 Barber Warnock Special.  In 
this Indianapolis Speedway photograph Henry Ford is setting in Fred Harder's racer (Harder started 22nd and 
finished 17th).  On his left is Louis Chevrolet constructor of the Fonty-Ford Barber Warnock Special.  Next to 
Chevrolet is Carl Fisher and Barney Oldfield.



Cape May Beach Races

August 25 – 27, 1905

Date Race 1st 2nd 3rd Additional Information

Friday

08/25/1905 One – kilometer
middleweight class      .39 1-5

Emanuel Cedrino
Fiat  

C.W. Kelsey
Maxwell

851 – 1,432 pounds
flying start

One – kilometer
up to 40 h.p.                      .56

Mrs. Clarence Fitler
Packard

Charles Bachrach
Packard

Touring cars
flying start

One – kilometer
up to 20 h.p.                      .58

F.C. Sweeney
Pope-Toledo

C.W. Kelsey
Maxwell

Samuel B. Eckert
Stevens-Duryea

Touring cars
flying start

One – kilometer
up to 40 h.p.                no time  

T.H. Thropp
Winton

J.N. Wilkins
Winton

C.J. Swain
Winton

Touring Cars
flying start

One – kilometer
up to 50 h.p.                      .59

T.H. Thropp
Winton

C.J. Swain
Winton

J.N. Wilkins
Winton

One – kilometer  w/four passengers

up to 40 h.p.                 .51 1-5
T.H. Thropp
Winton

J.A. Depew
Winton

Final Heat
H-1  Thropp
H-2  Swain

One – Kilometer 
time trials                   

A.L. Campbell
Darracq   .25 1-5

Walter Christie
Christine  .26 4-5

Louis Chevrolet
Fiat  .24 3-5

Saturday

08/26/1905 One – mile
middleweight cars       .51 3-5

Emanuel Cedrino
Fiat  

C.W. Kelsey
Maxwell

Walkover
851 to 1,432 pounds

One – mile
stock cars up to 40 h.p.  .1.15 3-5

Mrs. C.C. Fitler
Packard

George Jones
Jones-Corbin

Touring cars
flying start

One – mile
stock cars up to 50 h.p.       .1.33

J.N. Wilkins, Jr.
Winton

Thomas H. Thropp
Winton

Touring cars
standing start

One – mile         w/four passengers

stock cars up to 40 h.p.        .1.13
Mrs. C.C. Fitler
Packard

C.J. Swain
Winton

Touring Cars
flying start

One – mile   
Bellevue-Stratford Trophy
stock cars up to 40 h.p.        .1.16

J.N. Wilkins
Winton

Thomas H. Thropp
Winton

Touring cars
flying start

One – mile   
stock cars up to 20 h.p.        .1.23

Samuel B. Eckert
Stevens-Duryea

F.C. Sweeney
Pope-Toledo

Touring cars
flying start

One – mile       Caldwell Trophy
heavyweight cars          .51 4-5

Louis Chevrolet
Fiat

A.L. Campbell
Darracq

standing start
1,432 – 2,204 pounds

One – mile     Cape May Trophy
time trials        flying start    

A.L. Campbell
Darracq  .38

Louis Chevrolet
Fiat  .39 2-5

Henry Ford
Ford   .39 4-5

Walter Christie
Christie .38 2-5

One – mile      w/four passengers

 up to 40 h.p.                  .1.13
C.J. Swain
Winton

J.N. Wilkins
Winton

Touring cars
flying start



Date Race 1st 2nd 3rd Additional Information

Sunday

08/27/1905 One – kilometer
time trials        Cape May Cup

Walter Christie
Christie     
.23 2-5, .24 2-5, .23 4-5

A.L. Campbell
Darracq            .24 1-5, 
.24 3-5, .24, .24 4-5, .24

Henry Ford
Ford
.25

flying start
$500

One – kilometer
time trials Hotel Stockton Trophy

A.L. Campbell
Darracq  .42

standing start

One – mile
time trials          flying start

A.L. Campbell
Darracq                   .38
.40 2-5, .41 3-5, .40 4-5

Walter Christie
Christie.43 4-5, .39 1-5,
.39 2-5, .41 1-5, .39 1-5,
.42 1-5, .41

Henry Ford 
Ford        .43, .44 1-5,
.44 3-5, .41, .42
car broke down

Louis Chevrolet
Fiat  .40 3-5              
car broke down

One – mile         Winton Trophy
time trials                 .40  1-5

A.L. Campbell
Darracq

One – kilometer
time trials      Fred Betz Trophy

A.L. Campbell
Darracq     .24 1-5

         Sunday August 28, 1905 Philadelphia Morning Inquirer A.L. Campbell photo page 1.

Sources for this research were from period magazines, Horseless Age, Motor Age, The Automobile, Motor, Motor 
World and Automobile Topics from the Horseless Carriage Foundation Automotive Research Library, also the 
Philadelphia Morning Inquirer and Google Books.

By Kenneth J. Parrotte
January 15, 2020


